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Principal Report

We have had an eventful two weeks with many opportunities for the students to enjoy incursions
and excursions to enhance their learning. We have hosted a Science incursion for Year 2 students,
a social skills program for the Year 5 students and a wildlife exposure experience for the Foundation
and Year 1 students.
On Friday 28th October, School Council will be meeting and the Year 3 and 4 students will be
attending Project Rocket, a resilience and social skills program. Two teams of students also had a
interesting day challenging themselves while working with teams from other schools at the Maths
Games Day at Keysborough Primary school on Tuesday 25th October.
It is wonderful to see the motivation of the students when these extra programs capture their
interest.

Enjoy the rest of this week.

Leonie Fitzgerald
PRINCIPAL

Dandenong South Primary School has a holistic approach to learning where the academic, physical,

social, and emotional needs of all children are fostered through the school’s values of being:
Be Responsible Be Safe and Respect

Dates to
remember

Calendar
Tuesday 1st
November

Melbourne Cup day
Holiday

Monday 8th
November

Grade 5/6
Excursion to ACMI
and Ecocline Science
Centre

Tuesday 9th
November
Tuesday 8th
November

Grade 1
Excursion to
Chesterfield Farm

Tuesday 15th
November

Wildlife Exposure

2022

School

TERM DATES Holidays
Term 4

Holidays

Monday
3rd October
to
Tuesday
20th December

Wednesday
21st December
to
Thursday
26th January
*Friday
27th January
2023
is a Pupil free
day

Wednesday 16th Ysafe Parent session
November
on Cyber safety
Friday 18th
November

Pupil Free Day

Monday 28th
November

Foundation Excursion
to Melbourne
Aquarium

Wednesday 7th
December

Grade 2
Excursion

Friday 9th
December
Tuesday 20th
December

Pupil Free Day
Last day of term 4

Administration
•
•
•

•
•
•
•

•

Contact details must always be kept up to date. Please ensure parent
phone numbers are correct and phone calls are always answered.
Parents are reminded toilet facilities for adults are located in the main office
area. Please never use the childrens’ toilets.
Please label all your child’s belongings. (clothing, hats, drink bottles, etc)
Found items are returned to childrens’ classes where names are noted.
CSEF forms due. A copy of the form is being sent home with the eldest child in
families and also to all Foundation students. If you do have a Health Care/
Concession card please return the form with your card to the office.
Sentral App - please keep up-to-date with information on Sentral including
Newsletters.
Absences - notifications can be given on Sentral or messages can be left on the
school telephone 9792 3726.
Please return classroom forms promptly when required.
Reminder payments can be made via EFTPOS/Credit card or BPAY. Please see
the office for your family BPAY code.
Thanking you all for your continued co-operation.

Important information for Parents
1.

If you intend to enrol your child at Dandenong South Primary school next
year, please collect the enrolment form from the office.

2.

Please enrol your child as soon as possible, so you are able to attend the
parent information session as well as the orientation day.

2. If you want your child to be placed in a specific grade for educational
purposes please feel free to come to the office and collect a
‘Grade Placement Request Form’.

Change of Personal Details
If there is a change in any of your
personal information for example
address, mobile number, home phone
number or email address etc.
Please use the Sentral App or email
dandenong.south.ps@education.vic.gov.au

to advise of any updates required to your
family files.

Don’t forget to visit our
Instagram page for more
photos of events happening
around the school.
Follow us on
dandenongsouthps.

We offer many programs at our school and
without payment of fees these are not
always possible.

Please make payment as soon as possible,
or if required, please call the office
to make an appointment to discuss the
matter and to organise a payment plan.

FOUNDATION 2023
PARENT INFORMATION
SESSIONS
Helping your child prepare for
school

WHEN: Friday 11th November – in English
Friday 25th November – in Dari
TIME: 9:15 am to 10.15am
VENUE: Performing Arts Room
Principal: Leonie Fitzgerald
52 Kirkham Road, Dandenong South, 3175, Victoria
Telephone: (03) 9792 3726
Email: dandenong.south.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au

2023 FOUNDATION
ORIENTATION SESSIONS

WHEN:
Friday 11th November 2022
Friday 25th November 2022
Friday 2nd December 2022
TIME: 9.15am to 10.20am

All 2023 Foundation
students are
encouraged to
attend the
Orientation Program
on these days.
If you require further information or a school tour – please contact the
school on 9792 3726.

We look forward to meeting you.

Dandenong South PS

SunSmart Policy

Sunsmart Policy
Purpose
The purpose of this policy is to encourage behaviors at Dandenong South Primary School to minimize the
risk of skin and eye damage and skin cancer.
This policy provides guidelines to:
•

support staff and students to use a combination of sun protection measures when UV index levels
are 3 or above (generally mid-August – end of April)

•

ensure that there are outdoor environments that provide adequate shade for students and staff

•

ensure students are encouraged and supported to develop independent sun protection skills to help
them to be
responsible for their own protection

•

support our school’s strategies to meet its duty of care and occupational health and safety
ligations to minimize harmful UV exposure and associated harm for students and staff.

ob-

Scope
This policy applies to all school activities, including camps and excursions. It is applicable to all students
and staff.
Policy
Excessive exposure to the sun’s ultraviolet (UV) radiation can cause health problems including sunburn,
damage to skin and eyes, and an increased risk of skin cancer.
UV radiation:
•

cannot be seen or felt

•

can be reflected off surfaces such as buildings, asphalt, concrete, water, sand and snow

•

can pass through light clouds

•

varies in intensity across the year (highest in Victoria from mid-August – end of April)

•

peaks during school hours

Sun safety is a shared responsibility and staff, parents and students are encouraged to implement a combination of sun protection measures whenever UV levels reach 3 and above (typically from mid-August to
the end of April in Victoria). Information about the daily local sun protection times is available via the
SunSmart widget on the school’s website, the free SunSmart app, or at sunsmart.com.au or bom.gov.au.
Dandenong South Primary School has the following measures in place to help reduce the risk of excessive
UV sun exposure for staff and students.
Shade
Dandenong South Primary School will provide sufficient options for shelter and trees to provide shade on
school grounds,
particularly in places such as:
•

where students congregate during breaks

•

popular play areas

When building works or grounds maintenance is conducted at Dandenong South Primary School that may
impact on the level of shading available to staff and students, a review of the shaded areas available will
be conducted and further shading installed as appropriate.

Sun protective uniform/clothing
Dandenong South Primary Schools’ school uniform and dress code includes sun-protective clothing, including:
•

loose, cool, closely-woven fabric

•

shirts with a collar and/or high necklines

•

tops with elbow length or long sleeves

•

longer style shorts and skirts.

From the second Monday in August to 30 April, all students must wear a sun protective hat that shades
the face, neck and ears for all outdoor activities. Hats may also be worn for all outdoor activities outside
of the August to April time period, by parent or student choice.
Staff and students are encouraged to wear hat styles that protect the face, neck and ears when outdoors,
for example broad-brimmed, legionnaire or bucket.

Students are required to wear a school hat or another hat style that protects the face, neck and ears
when outdoors, for example broad-brimmed, legionnaire or bucket. Students who are not wearing appropriate protective clothing or a hat may be asked to play in the shade or in a suitable area protected from
the sun.
Sunscreen
Dandenong South Primary School encourages all staff and students to apply SPF30 (or higher) broadspectrum, water-resistant
sunscreen daily whenever UV levels reach 3 and above. Sunscreen should be applied at least 20 minutes
before going outdoors, and reapplied every two hours according to manufacturer’s instructions.
Dandenong South Primary School has strategies in place to remind students to apply sunscreen before
going outdoors for example i.e. reminder notices.

At Dandenong South Primary School students are welcome to attend the first aid room to access sunscreen. Staff and students who may suffer from allergic reactions from certain types of sunscreen are encouraged to contact their Sub School Team Leader to
implement a management plan to reduce the risk of an allergic reaction at school.
Staff and families should role model SunSmart behavior and are encouraged to apply SPF 30 (or higher)
broad-spectrum, water-resistant sunscreen when outside.
Sunglasses
Where practical, Dandenong South Primary School encourages students and staff engaged in outdoor activities to wear close-fitting, wrap-around sunglasses that meet the Australian Standard 1067
(Sunglasses: Category 2, 3 or 4) and cover as much of the eye area as possible.
Curriculum

Students at our school are encouraged to make healthy choices, and are supported to understand the
benefits and risks of sun
exposure. Dandenong South Primary School will address sun and UV safety education as part of the
Health and Physical Education (HPE) lessons from Foundation to Grade 6.
Staff are encouraged to access resources, tools, and professional learning to enhance their knowledge and
capacity to promote sun smart behavior across the school community.
Engaging students, staff and families
SunSmart behavior is regularly reinforced and promoted to the whole school community through newsletters, school website/intranet, school assemblies and at student enrolment/new staff orientation.
Review Cycle
This policy was last updated in June 2021 and will be reviewed as part of our four-year cycle or earlier as
required.

Cyber Safety Session for Parents
Join us for this engaging & practical education session, delivered by
Australia's leading cyber safety experts, ‘ySafe’.
If you have ever struggled with getting your kids off their games and into bed,
worried about knowing what your child is accessing online, or felt concerned that
your child was spending too much time in the digital world, this session is for
you!

When: Wednesday 16th November 2022
Time: 9:15am – 10:15am
Where: Dandenong South Primary School
Cost: FREE
A Dari interpreter will be present for those who need it but the session
will be delivered in English.
All parents will receive access to a number of helpful follow up resources after the
session.
About this event
Today, technology has become a central part of our kid’s educational and social
development. However, as fundamental and exciting as being connected to
technology can be, many parents are desperate for practical & helpful information
on how they can keep their kids safe on social media, games & how to help them
stay safe online.
We are therefore pleased to help our parent community by offering a crucial and
engaging education session with ySafe, Australia’s leading provider of cyber
safety education.
In this session, ySafe's experts will cover key topics such the social media
platforms that kids are using and how to make them safer, research -based
information on gaming & screen time, and step-by-step instructions on how to
setup a cyber safe home.

Wildlife Xposure Incursion
This term students at DSPS are having a wonderful time learning about native
Australian animals, their behaviour and habitats during a one hour session.

DSPS Nutrition Week 14th -17th November

D.S.P.S Nutrition Week
On Monday the 14th of November until Thursday the 17th, also
known as Week 7, Dandenong South Primary School is having a
Healthy Eating Week. Our aim is to encourage students to eat
healthy instead of eating junk food.
Every day of the week will have an allocated colour and the students
will need to bring a piece of fruit or vegetable to school that is in that
colour.
Monday 14th: Yellow
Tuesday 15th: Green

Wednesday 16th: Red
Thursday 17th: Orange
Each piece of fruit or vegetable taken to school for snack or lunch
scores the class a point.
At the end of the week, the class that has the most points gets a
chance to win a fruit basket, an hour of free time or a free cooking
class with Belinda from the Dandenong Council and Stephanie Alexander Program. Our aim is to encourage students to eat healthy instead of eating junk food.
-SRC Evie Savva 5/6C

Dear Parents/Guardians

At times, a number of students come to school out of uniform and with hairstyles that are
inappropriate. We rely on the support of parents to ensure that children come to school dressed in
accordance with the school rules.
Many students use the excuse that their uniform is in the wash. Many times teachers believe that
children have in fact made a decision not to wear the uniform. We ask for parents to ensure that
this does not happen and that children know that they must wear their school uniform on school
days.
Uniform can be purchased and directly exchanged from State Schools’ Relief

location 1/8 Johnston Court Dandenong South during business hours.

In our learning environment, hair should be of a natural shade and styles should not be
provocative or disruptive to the school environment. Excessive use of product (including gel,
hairspray, wax, etc.) is also inappropriate for school. I ask that parents ensure that children
wear their hair in accordance with school rules. Makeup, nail polish or inappropriate forms of
jewellery are not allowed.
I have included the dress code for Dandenong South Primary School below for your
information:
Students at Dandenong South Primary School are expected to wear the following school
uniform consisting of combinations of:
*

Light blue polo shirts - short or long sleeved with school logo

*

Navy blue track pants or shorts or skorts

*

Navy blue windcheater or buttoned jacket with school logo

*

(Light blue skivvies may be worn under windcheaters during winter)

*

Sunsmart school hats during April—September (no hat – no play)

*

Blue and white checked dress in Summer is optional for girls

*

Headscarves, if worn, must be in plain colours (white, blue or black)

•

Flat heeled school shoes and/or runners in plain colours (black, blue or white).
Students must wear shoes with covered toes to school every day including
FREE DRESS DAYS for their safety in the playground.

Students at Dandenong South Primary School are expected to wear this school
uniform at all times. This includes all excursions, incursions and special events and regular
school days unless otherwise notified.
Yours sincerely
Leonie Fitzgerald
PRINCIPAL

Uniform Supplier
State Schools’ Relief (SSR) sell their own branded uniforms and 100% of the profits
from the sales of their Student's Choice label are returned to the organisation to further benefit disadvantaged students.

Uniform items can be purchased and exchanged directly from our location 1/8
Johnston Court Dandenong South during business hours.

Business hours: 8:30am to 4.30pm, Monday to Friday
Location: 1/8 Johnston Court, Dandenong South VIC 3175
Mailing address: PO
Box 4528, Dandenong
South VIC 3164
Phone: 03 8769 8400
Email:
contact@ssr.net.au

As part of the uniform policy at Dandenong South Primary School,
students are to wear flat heeled leather shoes or black, blue or white
sneakers. The shoes or the laces are not to be bright, fluoro colours
that do not fit in with the school colours. Students MUST ALWAYS
WEAR SHOES THAT FULLY COVER THEIR TOES (this includes Free Dress
days).
Children’s shoes face challenges when they are at school. Shoes need
to be robust enough
to take playground activity and they need to be good quality to protect
and promote healthy foot development.
The most significant reasons for poor foot health later in life are due to
poor footwear. Most foot growth problems can be prevented by
wearing proper footwear in childhood.
The look of the shoe is important to most children, but it is more
important that the children’s shoes support their growing feet.

REMINDER: HAIRSTYLES THAT ARE INAPPROPRIATE SUCH AS
EXCESSIVE GEL OR WAX AND SHAVED HEADS ARE NOT ACCEPTABLE AT SCHOOL. MAKEUP, NAIL POLISH OR INAPPRORIATE JEWELLERY ARE NOT ALLOWED. STUDENTS ARE TO WEAR
THE CORRECT UNIFORM EVERY DAY TO SCHOOL. WE ASK THAT
PARENTS ENSURE THAT CHILDREN COME TO SCHOOL DRESSED
IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE SCHOOL POLICY.

SENTRAL PARENT APP
Dandenong South Primary School is using the Sentral Parent App to communicate with you
on everything that is happening at school.
The Sentral for Parents app allows families to:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

update their details
send and receive messages from your child’s/children’s
teachers
view academic reports
explain past and upcoming student absences
view calendar events
book parent/teacher interviews
receive sick bay notifications
view school newsletters
as well as receive real-time notifications and messages from the school

Accessing the Sentral for Parent App is simple. Please follow these steps:
1. Download the ‘Sentral for Parents’ app from the Apple App Store or Google Play Store.

2.Search for Dandenong South Primary School once installed.
3. Click ‘Register here’ to register a new account. You will receive a verification email which
MUST be verified in order to continue.
4. Once verified, log back into the app and enter the access key from the letter supplied by
the school to add your child(ren).
For a quick overview on how to access the Parent Portal,
please watch short video by scanning the QR code on the left.
If you have questions about using the app, or need some extra help, then please contact
the school for assistance. Thank you.

Australian Girls Choir Open Day
Look no further than the Australian Girls Choir (AGC) because we encourage, challenge and inspire girls as they learn
to sing, dance and perform. School aged girls are invited to come along to our Open Days on Saturday November 5,
Sunday November 6 and Saturday November 19 to try our fun and inclusive classes and learn more about being part of
the AGC! Please visit our website to register to attend our free Open Day: https://ausgirlschoir.com.au/joinagc

